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A SHELTER OF LOVE
~ MY TEN YEARS WITH MOTHER’S CHOICE
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On a regular morning nine years ago, Cathay Pacific’s Maner Fung was working in her office. When the
phone rang, she thought it was just another work call, but it turned out to be one of her most unforgettable
phone calls. “Maner, | am scared!” It was the voice of a little boy. "Our maid will be fired because she stole
papa’s money. She will be taken away in a moment. What should | do?” In response, Maner said: “Don't
worry. Just stay in your room and don't wander off.” The boy said "okay” and then hung up abruptly.

That phone call is something that still makes Maner smile today. “l feel so sweet that he asked me for
help in times of ‘danger’. It says something about our close relationship,” Maner says.

1 NEXT >»
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The boy, then aged five, was On Chai*. When On Chai was a newborn haby.'he
was sent to Mother's Choice, where he was tended by Maner, a novice voluntary
caregiver. The pair gradually developed a strong bond. Now aged 13, On Chai
has moved overseas with his adoptive parents, but he often makes an effort to
see Maner when he is back in town.

\

For Maner, being a volunteer wasn't all smooth sailing - at least on her firs
day of service. "It was a somewhat nerve-racking day. When | entered the baby
room, there was one boy who did not stop crying and that was On Chai,” she
recalls. “The staff asked if | could change his nappy. | was so nervous and my
mind almost went blank. When | got out of the room afterwards, someone asked
me if the baby was a boy or a girl and | couldn’t remember!” ' e
Over time, her relationship with the babies has strengthened, b t
inevitable, however, is that the little ones will eventually leave the cen

settle in an adoptive family. Months after she first met On Chai, Maner

the heartbreaking news that he would be adopted within a month.

*The boy's name has been changed to protect his identity. { H&

ki | NEXT >
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“The despair was comparable with falling out of love,
although | was also happy for him. On the day he
departed, | couldn't help breaking into tears as his
adoptive parents carried him away. Sometime later,
| ran into On Chai and his family by chance, and with
his parents’ consent, | have been in touch with him
ever since.”

Maner has devoted a significant amount of the past
decade to taking care of these lovely babies, but what
she has given pales into insignificance compared to what
she has gained. "Since On Chai's departure, | have taken
care of many other babies and learned how to handle
my emotions. To be able to accept the fact that people
come and go in our lives is one of the most precious
things | have learned from this volunteering job!”
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Volunteer hot pick: Mother's Choice

Founded in 1987, Mother’s Choice is a non-profit
organisation that offers support to young
pregnant women and their families. For more
information, please contact Mother's Choice at
volunteers@meotherschoice.orgorcall 2524 4310.
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On a fine Sunday in April, 16 volunteers 14 km away from Tung Chung, were

o from HAECO Employees’ Welfare unfamiliar to the families struggling to

é '1 ‘Smgg'iwlunteer team spent a precious make ends meet. The itinerary covered

v"i1 § A _ : . al i Wi‘l:h a group of underprivileged Tai O Police Station, the Shaolin Wushu

i < - 3 . — amilies , from Tung Chung and elderly Culture Centre, local mangroves and the

i' > o . o live alone in Tai 0. Co-hosted rope-drawn ferry bridge. Afterwards,

C nd the Neighbourhood the group paid home visits to some

Council Tung Chung elderly people living alone in Tai 0. For

’-_H_El:"dre, the event the Tung Chung families, it was a day

. * various scenic to give and take - such is the beauty of
attractiohs in Tai 0, which, though a mere  volunteering.
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Just before the Mid-Autumn Festival, some 30 volunteers from Hong Kong Airport
Services [HAS] and their families joined a programme organised by Yang Memorial
Methodist Social Service to take bags filled with goodies to elderly people living alone or
in shared flats in a public housing estate.

It was an especially meaningful activity for Liz Tang, Administration Coordinator at HAS,
who was raised by her grandparents. “Since | joined HAS a year ago, | have always chosen
to serve elderly people whenever | can.”

Liz was especially impressed by a couple she visited. "They looked hale and hearty. They
said they eat more vegetables and less meat, and exercise a lot. That was inspiring and
had me reflect on my poor eating habits.”

The visit took place on an afternoon in September. But Liz noticed that the elderly people
she visited did not turn on their lights in order to save energy, and some of them didn’t
even switch on a fan until the volunteers arrived. “That made me feel guilty as a lot of us
keep the air-con and lights on without due consideration!” Liz says.
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BRAND NEW SHOES
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In an affluent society like Hong Kong, lifestyle shoes are dispensable accessories to many
people, and they come and go according to fashion trends. But next time when you are about
to chuck out your pair of sneakers just because they are no longer in vogue, think again. They
can be a luxury for those who struggle to make ends meet.

Swire Resources has recently donated more than 1,000 pairs of brand new lifestyle shoes
to several charities, including the Christian Action’s Chungking Mansions Service Centre,
which distributed 100 pairs to refugees. Aime, a staff member from the centre, says: “Many
refugees actually fled their home country barefooted. So these shoes carry a special meaning
to them and let them know that there are people who care about them.”

Another beneficiary, Ms Zhou, received a pair of shoes through Christian Action's Mong Kok
Service Centre, She came to Hong Kong from Mainland China six years ago. Spending a large
part of her income on raising her son, she has never bought new clothes or shoes for herself
in Hong Kong. “But this summer, | got my first new pair of shoes in six years. It's a very special
gift for me!” she says.
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SWIMMING TO HAPPINESS
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With the mission of “putting smiles on children’s faces”, a group of Cathay
Pacific staff founded the Sunnyside Club in 1987, in order to better the lives of
mentally and physically challenged children. On a sunny day in mid-July, the
group organised an annual beach outing at Half Moon Bay in Sai Kung for 35
children fram the Haven of Hope Sunnyside School and their parents.

Wallace Cheng, one of the volunteers, took part in the event for the second
time. Some of the young participants were wheelchair-bound and Wallace
had to carry them to the beach and help them get changed and take showers.
The most memorable moment came when, together with the school principal
and another volunteer, he assisted a child to swim all the way to the floating
platform. It was no easy task, because they

had to keep the child’s air mattress stable WA!.LACE_ =—
while cheering him on at the same time. = = ==
“When we reached the platform, we were
exhilarated, and | was so thrilled - as if
it was the first time | had ever swum to a
floating platform!”
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This summer was a season of shared
happiness at Swire Resources, as it
joined forces with a variety of non-profit
organisations to host a series of activities for
the underprivileged.

Analyst Programmer Florence Luk and her
son took part in an "0ld Hong Kong™ carnival
co-hosted by Swire Resources and 5t. James’
Settlement in mid-August. They manned a
game booth about old and modern means
of public transport in Hong Kong. Some 200
elderly people and children from Hing Wah
Estate in Chai Wan were attracted to the
event.

Yannie Tse, Administrative Assistant at
Swire Resources, joined a DIY bag workshop
in late June. The activity, co-hosted with
Benji's Centre, was designed to target
underprivileged children with speech
problems. Yannie and other volunteers
taught the children to make cloth bags as a
way to express themselves. The experience
was equally beneficial to Yannie as she got
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The Asian elephant is under threat of extinction. Their population has
plummeted by at least 90% over the last 100 years to less than 50,000
remaining elephants.

With this in mind, Swire Properties recently hosted Elephant Parade®,
an exhibition of elephant statues decorated by renowned local and
international artists, designers and celebrities. The month-long event
put on show more than 100 individually-painted, life-size baby elephant
statues at Pacific Place, Cityplaza and Citygate Outlets malls, as well
as The Upper House and EAST, Hong Kong.

Following the show, about 30 of the statues were auctioned by

% Sotheby’s, with the proceeds going to the Asian Elephant Foundation’s

conservation and education projects supporting the endangered

* species. Since 2007, Elephant Parade® has raised more than HK$48

million.

To reinforce the conservation message at a community level, Swire
Properties Community Ambassadors held an art jamming workshop
for children of their frontline and office colleagues and some young
volunteers from the Boys’ and Girls' Clubs Association of Hong Kong.
During the workshop, Elephant Parade’s Creative Director Diane
Francis taught the young participants to paint their own mini elephant
statues as a way to express their creativity.

MORE PHOTOS




# T - B i | VOLUNTEER FOCUS O

BEXETOEEETFAIWIng KeBHBRETRRT )05
& » 1o LURTH F R A— A BB EEEH R EENR - BEE
RETE FLRFIRSIAME - PEBHMEHRE - AJHWing  Keifi&H
M - EAEAREIEREY - thRmiEsk 7 B -

' HRBEETE - Wing KelRBHEDAR - RimMENMEE N KB
: . BItFERRMEERA - EXREMEN T MREEERER
~ .v; % Ba®, BT HESTEZBM—ABHEFHEWERR

 ABFEEIERFIR o 08 TRREEN - BTREE

VY, s, HEMAS  ESARESERRENZERS AR
\rr i A mRTIes . ESeRERENERRENILS
. - U B BAANZEEARDBANAS  LWREATREETS

&R -

ESHENRHEEET - Wing KelllETHSHER - BEHBREERH OPAFE
4T « TERTH - FREEHELRERRAMEREEONM - Wing Keif} - "EHE
RER S E FHEEHE - FalSBE R F AR - BEaERIMMNFE  2—
WREMET) - % - BHAMEEARPMIESEMNEN - NSEitRElneE
IHEERET  BABEINRTERRES !

Wing Kei was born with a rare bone disease, and she grew up thinking she was the only
person alive with such an illness.

Yot Wing Kei is not bitter about her misfortune. Now an employee at Swire Coca-Cola HK,
she is determined to help young people suffering from the disease. Last year, she started
volunteering at Little People of Hong Kong [LPHK), the only non-profit organisation in
Hong Kong dedicated to helping patients with rare bone diseases. "Volunteering at LPHK
often reminds me of my past. Despite that, it is gratifying to be able to help the young
patients,” she says.

LPHK hosts medical seminars and networking events on a regular basis, providing
a platform for patients and their parents to support each other. Recently, the group
organised an art jamming event that brought together young patients to express
themselves through drawing. According to Wing Kei, drawing is an important exercise for
the children, as they have shorter and less flexible fingers than other kids. “In the past, |
could only obtain this kind of information from the Internet. Nowadays, these children can
receive comprehensive community support through LPHK. As a volunteer myself, | have
also learned a great deal.”
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Esther Lau, an Executive Secretary at Dragonair, has been
a part of the Salvation Army band for nearly three decades.
She plays the drum and horn and often performs for local
communities. Over the years, one member of the audience
stands out as particularly unforgettable, amongst her many
memorable experiences. “Once we performed at a centre for
disabled people. A patient was paralysed and could not sit up

' to enjoy our show. The healthcare workers had the brilliant
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idea of putting a mirror in front of her so that she could watch
the show as she lay in bed,” she recalls. Esther later learned
that the patient was excited to see their performance. lt means
a lot to me to know that my music can light up other people’s
lives. | feel lucky to be able to give.” For Esther, playing music
is about showing care and love for those in need. "I believe
music is a powerful tool to cheer up other people,” she says.
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£ YES WE CAN

Sheron Liu, Project Coordinator for Cathay Pacific, has wanted to work in the aviation industry
since childhood. As a secondary school student, she took part in Cathay Pacific's very first
“I Can Fly" Programme. She later joined Cathay Pacific as a full-time employee and resumed

her commitment to the programme as one of its Staff Leaders.

In this year’s “| Can Fly”, Sheron led some
of the young participants on a visit to Cathay
Pacific’s flight training school in Adelaide,
in Australia. Davis, one of the students from
Sheron’s group, says: ~| was massively
excited and nervous when piloting the plane.
| realised that a slight change of angle would
make a big difference to its course.”

Following the programme, Davis is
determined to join the aviation industry just
as Sheron did. As someone who benefited
a lot from the programme in her teenage
years, Sheron has volunteered for “I Can
Fly” five times since joining the company and
she is happy to see how the programme has
become a great platform for young people
to gain a good understanding of the industry
and realise their potential.

12
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By Jess Li, Manager Personnel & Admlhiﬁfatiun,
Vogue Laundry

On 9th August 2014, | joined the event "Life
Through the Eyes of Children” at Go Inside Café
with my 10-year-old son, Niklaus. Sponsored by
Vogue Laundry, the event was organised by the
Hong Kong Family Welfare Society to help a group
of foster children aged between eight and 14 to cultivate their sense of responsibility, patience and adaptability
through role-playing in a restaurant. It was also an opportunity for the children to reflect on their career
aspirations.

SJUESS

The diners were a group of senior students from the Hong Kong Polytechnic University's Institute of Active Aging.
Niklaus served a former policeman and award-winning security guard. The proud diner showed Niklaus his
old pictures. Niklaus was delighted to have the opportunity to get to know an elderly person with distinguished
achievements. The kids were also asked to paint a picture for a customer they served. Normally, Niklaus is not
an attentive kid, but to my surprise, he carefully painted an aeroplane for an old lady who was about to embark
on a long journey!
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children from urban and rural areas.
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When Chen Yindan learned that she was to prepare a shoebox full of gifts with her nine-year-old daughter Sihan
for a gift exchange event at a rural village school, she pondered for a while what kind of gift will be appropriate.
“Eventually we decided to get some stationery items which would be useful and practical,” she says.

The “Shoebox” Programme, an event organised by Swire Coca-Cola Shaanxi, took place at the Coca-Cola Hope
School in Zhugan Township, Qian County in late June. The programme aims to facilitate exchange between school

During the programme, Yindan, along with other volunteers, chatted with the Hope School students about their
school lives and needs. She and Sihan then presented their shoebox to a little girl. In return, they got a shoebox of
handcrafts including paper cups and paper flowers. “It was avery sweet surprise. Sihan and | were very impressed.
Although the many pictures we had taken were destroyed later because of a problem with my phone card, all the
good memories are still fresh in our minds,” Yindan says.
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ALONE BUT NOT LONELY

9A8H ' EMNHIRFRZFRENTHEARS @ BENE—NUBOKME  mBHEEITRE
EXGENHUR DA EMZEETEEESF W (Zora) LHETE QRFIVBERS © Zora
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FREAFRERIZFIBMPIE R 0 RIEIRMIREEE B o Zoradll | " BEFAIRFIRER X _E A B
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ADE  RECHEBEIIFERD © |

A festive mood prevailed on the streets of Guangzhou in the run-up to the Mid-Autumn Festival. But not
everybody had friends or families or the resources to share in the fun. With this in mind, 10 Community
Ambassadors from TaiKoo Hui set out to look for elderly people living alone, disabled persons and
underprivileged families in a quiet precinct in Tianhe District.

One of the volunteers, Aimee Kuang, says: “The elderly people’s children were busy and could not
return home to celebrate the festival with them. Though they were alone, we wanted to make sure they
were not lonely.”

Another volunteer, Zora Leung, visited an old couple with difficulties walking. The visit reminded Zora work in Guangzhou. “Even though we could not stay long, it was a rewarding
of her own grandparents in Jiangmen - she cannot spend a lot of time with them because of her experience to be able to spend a bit of time with these people,” she says.
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Hong Kong Youth Hostels Association’s Bradbury Hall, located in scenic Chek Kengin Sai Kung, offers an affordable accommodation
option in the countryside for young people. In 2012, HAESL organised a charity walk and raised HK$37,000 for the hostel's
rencvation works. In October, shortly before the works' completion, more than 20 HAESL volunteers spent a day removing stains
from the hostel's walls and painting on a new layer of oil. It was hard work for the volunteers, but they all took it in their stride.

BABHE ' BESEPRCERNEEMFEAMBRIERRE - £92008 "k THERSRE , WERSR
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The end of June marked the beginning of the summer holiday for DSE students in Hong Kong. But 200
student members of the Never Give Up Association decided it was learning time as usual as they took part
in a workshop run by the Dragonair Youth Aviation Academy. The half-day event enabled the participants to
glean a better understanding of inflight services through demonstrations and case sharing by Dragonair’s
cabin crew members.

18I KA RI ORI RHE " R3EH , AL BHE BT HE -
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Trick or treat? Swire Coca-Cola HK's V Group had both on Halloween this year. Twenty children from
Ronald McDonald House [RMH), which is dedicated to improving the wellbeing of sick children, joined 18
V Group volunteers to celebrate the fun festival. Clad in festive clothes, they had delicious soup prepared
by the volunteers, decorated “halloweeny” cupcakes and played games to learn about the importance of
hydration. RMH mainly takes care of children who are suffering from cancer or serious burns, and children
who have received bone marrow transplants.
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In September, Swire Coca-Cola Zhengzhou/Luohe joined hands with several partnering companies to host
a Moon Festival sports day for a children’s rehabilitation centre. The child participants, all with hearing
problems, were full of energy as they played balloons and football with the Swire volunteers. Swire Coca-Cola
Zhengzhou/Luohe Director and General Manager Hunter Jin was also there to help celebrate the birthdays
of some of the teachers and students.
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13" September was a proud day for Yan-wing Lee and
Fanny Yeung of Yogue Laundry, when they accepted the
Supreme Inclusive Organisation Award on behalf of the
company at the Talent-Wise Employment Charter and
Inclusive Organisations Recognition Scheme's award
ceremony. The award was in recognition of Vogue
Laundry implementing measures that cater to staff
with disabilities, including Yan Wing, a visually impaired
worker who joined the company a year ago. Vogue
Laundry was the only award-winning laundry among
more than ten candidates from the laundries sector.

4R XHERRRARMNBA TR TRERETOKEEBREN/ AR08 180 RE " HHEERS
At FSIEEAPHEAYETE - ARAFERN SR EEE - iMmBER2ERY - ERRE -

Swire Resources’ volunteers and 17 children from underprivileged families in Tin Shui Wai got up
close and personal with nature on 18th October when they visited Go Green Organic Farm. It was an
eye-opening experience that reminded all participants to respect nature.
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Summer was in full swing in mid-May in Hefei, but it was nice and
cool at Swire Coca-Cola Taulo Hope School, thanks to 150 electric
fans donated by Swire Coca-Cola Hefei. Kathy Ho, Swire Beverages
Central Services' General Manager, Public Affairs & Communication,
noted the lack of fans at the school when she paid a visit at the end
of last summer. So she came up with the fan donation idea, which
led her to fly to Hefei again one year later to attend the donation
ceremony, during which she cooked cola chicken wings for the
students.
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Queues snaked for metres in HAESL's canteen in mid-August, as dozens of generous HAESL employees lined up to make
donations in return for over 1,000 delicious mooncakes, which had been acquired by HAESL from 5t. James' Settlement.
Employees who donated at least HK$10 were entitled to one mooncake each. The initiative raised $13,193 in total for St
James’ Settlement’s social enterprises.

FATHEE REARAENESA T EI0RERET FAREAETEERN - IH2804REFER
VRS - B - BANMASEEARLEEMAE BR800z FAEREEEREMS LIRIFZ
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Many a mickle makes a muckle. Cathay Pacific's volunteers know that well, and so they set out to sell
some 280 second-hand items which had been collected from their colleagues for a charity sale in Tung
Chung. The items, including home appliances, computers, kitchenware and toys, were sold at bargain
prices to some underprivileged residents, raising about HK$10,000 to support Tung Chung community
projects run by the Neighbourhood Advice-Action Council.
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H&E i mRHE DR
WHITE CHRISTMAS STREET FAIR IS BACK IN TOWN

ATEOEEHEHERN2014F1254E6 0L S SHEER R - AR SHMEE /O 23 ATTE (Operation
Santa Claus) BB - SENERTHEIGTEA20AT HEMUEWERF TSRS SHRRNESEES
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SBENER:+ B A Bl th B Facebook B B www.facebook.com/SwireXmasFair - S5 —{8 ‘ike’ - XA &8
WA 0 PR CEEEAITE - BHEEE

This year's Swire Properties White Christmas Street Fair will transform Tong Chong Street in Quarry Bay into a
fantastical candy wonderland from &th to 6th December. The Street Fair, a community event to raise funds for
Operation Santa Claus [0SC], will feature over 20 stalls selling handmade Christmas accessories and a vibrant
assortment of candies and baked goodies. The Street Fair will also host Hong Kong's first ever outdoor lce Hockey
Championship and a variety of live entertainment, family friendly Christmas themed activities and workshops.

Visit the White Christmas Street Fair’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/SwireXmasFair. For each “Like” on
Tong Chong Street, TaiKoo Place Facebook, Swire Properties will donate HK$10 to OSC.

i 1200 A{E 120 ambassadors wanted
BB T SRHROTIE - DIEENBOAGHTFERL - B KKEERBTHEHEE 12 Venue: K H5MBHE Tong Chong Street, TaiKoo Place

=¥ 4R Registration: BERIHHZ2EINRIE spcaliswireproperties.com Ii5|BREEZ TFHERE
The White Christmas Street Fair is recruiting volunteers to sell products handmade by the B5RA

Ambassadors and to help out at the lce Hockey Champienship and workshops. Interested parties please email your preferred work shift to spca@swireproperties.com.

T {EAFES work shift [A): 8:30 - 11 am & 12:00 - 4:30 pm . . s N
; 2 = Aot Il e M1 W T 52 i TEs M P S R el fF
T {£A%ER work shift (B): 8:30 - 11 am & 4 - 8:30 pm el M R e Lo A St b :
| | Staff of Swire Properties may volunteer during work hours with prior consent from their department heads.

HHA Date: 6/12/2014
T {EF%ER work shift [C]: 12:30 - 4:30 pm
T {ERFES work shift [D): 4 - 8 pm

WW— F 54 Enquiries: Hely Shu [2844 3980]
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HungBakLam has enlisted the help of the design house PMM Media to take care of the layout since last issue. As a social enterprise, PMM is founded by a group of like-minded people with different expertise.
Through its publication "+-x Community Journal”, PMM aims to help raise the profile of local charity groups and other social enterprises and help society better understand the needs of underprivileged groups,
with a view to broadening the social network that supports these groups and removing prejudices.

www.pmmmedia.com




