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Unsung heros

From 6 to 17 May, 25 volunteers from the Swire
Management Trainee Programme batch of 2012
organised ‘The Hero Auction’ to support St.
James’ Settlement (SJS) People’s Food Bank, a
group that provides food for approximately 800
low-income earners. With generous support from
their colleagues, the group raised HK$30,292 at
the auction, with the Swire Group Charitable
Trust contributing a further HK$10,000 to this
worthy cause.

The auction came about after the management
trainees pondered how to wisely dispose of
items traded during a training exercise aimed at
improving negotiation skills. Afterward, on 25
May, 13 management trainees joined SJS’s
volunteers in distributing dinners to 37 elderly
residents of Shek Kip Mei.

Two management trainees from Cathay Pacific
shared their observations on the event. Said Kia
Yin: “The whole idea behind the Hero Auction is
to express our idea of what a hero should be — it
is about how ordinary people like us do what we
can, within our power.” Jacky Yuen added: “The
people who donated items would never think
their kindness would lead to “The Hero Auction’.
Those who donated money also helped us make
this auction a bigger success.”

Challenging myself to
help others

Passionate about sport and helping others,
Michael Ransome, the energetic Group Tax
Adviser to John Swire & Sons in London, has
long supported charitable causes. In 2007,
Michael climbed Mount Kilimanjaro to raise funds
for cerebral palsy. Last October he climbed
Mount Toubkal in Morocco to raise funds for
underprivileged children.

Michael is motivated by a desire to promote
awareness about charities. “Events like these
spark interest, bolster team spirit, and leave you
with a great sense of fulfilment,” he explained.

In April, after four months of training, Michael ran
the London Marathon to raise over £7,500 for the
Alzheimer’s Society, far exceeding his target
thanks to the generosity of his colleagues and
other friends. This impressive effort followed his
four-peak trek in England in 2011, also for the
Alzheimer’s Society.

Michael recently assembled a team of JS&S
staff, their families, and supporters to enter the
annual Crisis run in June to support homeless
single people. “Engaging in charity work is a lot

like engaging in sports,” he mused. “Both require
dedication and drive. | hope others will be
inspired to give it a try.”

Strawberry picking day

On 2 February, 26 Swire Coca-Cola HK
volunteers and their friends and family members
experienced the fun of picking strawberries at an
organic farm in Pat Heung, alongside more than
20 primary students from Sham Shui Po and
Shek Kip Mei. Guided tours for the participants
increased their understanding of organic farming
and plants.

Harry, an Assistant Sales Manager in SCCHK’s
Non-Trade Department, often takes part in such
volunteer activities with his wife. “During the day, my
wife and | took care of six-year-old twin sisters from a
low-income family,” he recalled. “At first they were shy
and reluctant to take photos with us volunteers, but
they gradually opened up to talk with us and enjoyed
the activity.”

Harry, a father to two grown children, believes
his parental experience helps him volunteer. “To
get along with kids, the most important thing is to
understand their interests and encourage them
to express their feelings,” he said.
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Cultivating rewarding work

On 16 March, Swire Resources joined forces
with the Jockey Club Chai Wan Integrated
Service Centre to host a ‘Happy Farm’ day for
children from low-income families. Wholesale
Footwear Advertising and Promotion Manager,
Tammy Liu, took part in the event with 17 of her
colleagues, teaching 26 young children the true
meaning of ‘As you sow, so you reap’ with a
hands-on lesson in how to grow vegetables. “We
helped the children rake the soil,” Tammy
recalled. “It was a valuable opportunity for them
to learn about cultivation and to understand that
food does not come easily. In addition, the owner
of the farm taught the children how to recycle
food waste and thus boosted their environmental
awareness.”

Following on from this happy outing, Tammy
has made contact with the Banyan Elderly
Services Association, an organisation providing
services for elderly people who live alone, to
offer volunteer support. Thanks to Tammy,
Swire Resources’ scope of volunteer service

is widening.

D

Voluteering as a positive
influence

On 16 April, Swire Resources and Beniji's Centre
organised a unique visit to the Hong Kong Zoo-
logical and Botanical Gardens for children with
learning or language difficulties. Accompanied by
their parents, the children discovered a whole
new world of flora and fauna. Swire Resources’
Wholesale Footwear Assistant Manager Salome
Chan acted as guide, describing to the kids what
they had seen. She also helped her team mem-
bers take part in an exercise designed by the
centre, aimed at strengthening the relationship
between the children and their parents.

Salome invited her friends to join this life-
affirming activity, noting: “Every time | volunteer
| share the experience with my friends. All of
them are very supportive and enjoyed taking
part in these volunteer activities.” Salome’s
example illustrates the value of getting involved
in volunteer activities and motivating others to
take part as well.

For mothers, with love

On 27 April, two weeks before Mother’s Day, 18
Swire Coca-Cola HK volunteers organised a
cake-making and handicraft event for 20 primary
students, in conjunction with the Hong Kong
Christian Service in Kwun Tong. The children
gave their handmade presents to their mothers
to express their love.

Polly Leung from Swire Coca-Cola HK, a
first-time event organiser after eight years of
volunteering at Swire, explained: “With our
encouragement, the children quickly learnt how
to bake cakes. At first, some of the cakes were
not fully baked, but the children learnt to be
creative and change the cakes’ shape and put
them back in the ovens. This way they were able
to understand that persistence can overcome
disappointment.”

Sarah, a Hong Kong Christian Service social
worker, observed: “The children were excited
about this fun activity, allowing them to express
their love for their mothers. | hope the kids will
be inspired to become volunteers in future.”
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Solidarity breeds
outstanding results

The annual Hong Kong 24-hour Charity Pedal
Kart Grand Prix was held on 4 and 5 May at
Victoria Park. In addition to entering four teams
in the event, Cathay Pacific Airways (CX) also
joined forces with the Neighbourhood Advice-
Action Council in Tung Chung (NAAC), through
the airline’s E-Cycle Programme, to help 40
Tung Chung teenagers design environmentally-
friendly pedal karts; CX then sponsored them to
take part in the race.

CX Assistant Manager Hong Kong Office, Leo
Yeung, was one of 20 volunteers who took part
in the event. He was responsible for planning
race-day arrangements and organising pre-
competition training and practice races. Leo said
he thought that he and his teammates learned a
great deal from one other, while working on the
event. “The morale and team spirit of the teenag-
ers and volunteers reminded me of the power of
solidarity,” he said. Leo’s team finished the race
with a remarkable tally of 568 completed laps.

In addition to CX, HAECO and HAESL each
entered two teams in the charity race. CX raised
approximately HK$481,000, and HAECO and
HAESL each raised HK$106,000 and
HK$149,765.10 respectively for the Hong Kong
Round Table to support vulnerable children,
schools and refugees.

@

“Be My Friend” dance

On 5 April, 15 Swire Properties Community
Ambassadors got together with the Hong Kong
Young Women'’s Christian Association volunteers
and The Boys’ & Girls’ Clubs Association of
Hong Kong young volunteers to host a ‘Be My
Friend’ programme, helping 50 elderly folks to
learn fun and therapeutic dance moves.

Julie Wong, Assistant Environmental Affairs
Manager to the Technical Services and Sustain-
ability Department, took part in the ‘Be My
Friend’ programme after joining Swire Properties
only two weeks beforehand. She said it was the
first time in years she had volunteered and she
really enjoyed the experience: “The company
provides many staff volunteer opportunities to
help the needy. “I've already gained a better
understanding of the company and my
colleagues.”

The session was led by a professional physi-
otherapist, who demonstrated the dance moves.
Julie recalled: “We volunteers had great fun
trying to find the correct positions during the
dance. The elderly were shy at first but soon
became animated and enjoyed the dancing.
Their happiness inspired us all.”

@

Eastertime creativity

Festivals are a great time for family activities, which
is exactly what Vogue Laundry and Hong Kong
Family Welfare Society's Sham Shui Po (West)
Integrated Family Service Centre organised
together.The Easter holiday celebration provided a
welcome opportunity for low-income families in the
nearby area to gather for some fun, games and
‘together time’.

Vogue Laundry’s Procurement Assistant Tracy Fung
especially enjoys playing with children. When she
learned that kids would participate in the event, she
immediately signed up as a volunteer. The fun-filled
activities included making an ‘Easter Bunny towel’, a
‘creative fashion show’ utilising recycled clothing and
other materials, a lunch buffet, and a seminar on
how to deal with family issues. Tracy noted: “All the
families were very involved, and the kids’ smiles
lifted everyone’s mood. I’'m inspired to volunteer
again.”
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Hanger visit widens
horizons

Have you ever thought of doing volunteer work
at your workplace? On 18 May, the volunteers
from HAECO did just that, partnering with the
Hong Kong Christian Service to arrange a
hangar visit for approximately 50 people hailing
from Sham Shui Po and Yau Tsim districts.

Ida Fung, Administration Assistant, Facilities
Development, was one of the volunteers who
escorted low-income families, young people and
the disabled on a tour of the aircraft berth. Ida
noted: “The visitors all paid close attention as we
explained the history of aircraft maintenance and
the work of different departments. During the Q
and A session, the children showed their knowl-
edge, which was truly inspiring.

She continued, “At first glance the relationship
between HAECO and volunteer services might
not seem obvious. That’s why it was a special
pleasure to bring these two entities together to
widen personal horizons and bring happiness to
all involved.”

Green heart recycling

Swire supports the environment through a
number of recycling activities such as toy
donations, sleepwear donations and charity
sales.

Learning to share through
toy donations

During the Chinese New Year festival, the
HAESL Sustainable Development team organ-
ised an event called ‘“Toy Bank’ aimed at encour-
aging staff to donate unused toys that were still
in good condition. With the help of roughly 300
HAESL volunteers to sort, clean and wrap them,
more than 700 toys were donated to children’s
charities, including The Boys' & Girls' Clubs
Association of Hong Kong and Evangel
Children’s Home.

Kenny Tsang, HAESL' s Sustainable Develop-
ment Manager, took part in the event and com-
mented: “Knowing that some kids get too big to
play with certain toys or actually have too many
toys, our event provided a great opportunity for
parents to select some of their children’s toys for
donation to people in need.” He added, “The effort
also offered an opportunity for me to teach my
four-year-old son the concepts of sharing and
donation.”

Caring for our community
with sleep suits
|

Since September 2012, Cathay Pacific Airways
(CX) has operated a sleep suit donation
programme, donating used First Class sleep
suits left behind at disembarkation to grassroots
communities. To date, the programme has
collected over 1,000 sleep suits and supported
the environment through recycling.

Prian, an Assistant Environmental Manager with
Cathay Pacific oversees the logistics of the
donation programme and helps link Cathay
Pacific with several local charities such as
Compassion Revival, Happy Grannies, and Love
and Peace. He also participates in a programme
called ‘Elderly Sponsorship Action’ organised

by Happy Grannies to visit single elderly people.
The programme helps establish a deeper rela-
tionship with the elderly, while spreading under-
standing of the effectiveness of the recycling
programme. He said: “| visited an 80-something
woman who is still very energetic and talkative.
She entertained us with stories about her own
volunteering activities when she was younger.”
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Charity book sale breaks
records

From 18 to 20 April, Swire Properties
once again teamed up with the The Boys'
& Girls' Clubs Association of Hong Kong
(BGCA) to organise a $10-per-book
charity sale. The annual event attracted
approximately 15,000 visitors and raised
HK$407,000 to support educational
programmes for underprivileged children.
Both the number of visitors and the
amount raised set record highs for the
charity sale that was launched in 2009.

Nearly 200 volunteers from JS&S (HK),
Swire Properties, Swire Beverages,
Swire Travel, Cathay Pacific Airways,
Ethos International, Vogue Landry, as
well as Swire Properties’ tenants and
their friends and family members partici-
pated in this meaningful event. Before
the sale, Swire Properties set up numer-
ous book collection boxes in its residen-
tial and commercial buildings, as well as
at BGCA service centres, encouraging
the public to donate well-preserved
books to support the environment and
promote the fun of reading. Volunteers
then sorted over 50,000 books into
different categories for the sale.

Guangzhou’s ‘Love
Pioneer”

Swire Properties Community Ambassador
Programme recently launched its first
volunteer activity in Guangzhou at TaiKoo
Hui. On 23 April, World Reading Day,
TaiKoo Hui management appealed to staff
for book donations and in early May, more
than 20 ambassadors presented 180
books to children at Guangzhou School
for the Deaf.

TaiKoo Hui’'s Public Affairs Manager,
Anita Liang, coordinated the ambitious
programme, eagerly recruiting ambassa-
dors and liaising with the school. Her
ability to persist through challenges
earned her the nickname 'Love Pioneer".

Anita explained that working with the
children was especially precious. In

order to communicate more effectively
with the children, the ambassadors
learned basic sign language before

isiting the school. “Through sign language
and body language, we broke communica-
tion barriers,” Anita said. “We even ‘sang’
some sign-language-songs and
exchanged gifts. The entire afternoon was
meaningful for everyone involved.”
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Love and care through
origami

Swire Properties Community Ambassadors
held a fun ‘Love Express’ origami workshop
for a group of migrant children from Beijing
Yu Hua School on 20 April. During the
workshop, the ambassadors and the
children enthusiastically created paper
animals and competed in a paper aeroplane
race. They also visited a charity painting
exhibition featuring works by autistic
children from Golden Wings Art Rehabilita-
tion Centre and presented their origami
works as gifts to the autistic children. Nicole
Hong, an Administrative Assistant in Swire
Properties’ Business Development Depart-
ment, said: “It was wonderful to be part of
this truly profound experience. We hope
that the migrant children enjoyed the outing
and see the value of helping others.” She
added: “This is how love and care can be
shared in our society.”

Supporting Sichuan
earthquake victims

Following a devastating 7-magnitude
earthquake in Ya’an, Sichuan Province,
on 20 April, Swire group subsidiary com-
panies immediately launched fundraising
activities to support the victims.

Swire Beverages contributed RMB 1.2
million to The Coca-Cola Company’s
donation to the China Women’s Develop-
ment Foundation, to support affected
women’s efforts to rebuild their homes.
Swire Beverages’ Mainland China
bottling plants also raised over

RMB 760,000 in donations and materials.

Cathay Pacific Airways and its subsidiar-
ies raised HK$2 million to be donated to
UNICEF to support affected children.
Swire Properties pledged RMB 2 million
and collected a further RMB 27,555 for
the One Foundation through donation
drives conducted by each of its offices.

In addition, Campbell Swire donated
6,600 boxes of instant soup to
Tongtoucun in Lushan County through
the China Population Welfare Foundation.

We all hope the disaster-affected
communities will make a full and
speedy recovery.
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