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News Release 

1 September 2018 │ For Immediate Release 

 

Swire Shipping celebrates 500th call of Polynesia Line service into Pago Pago 

Official opening of new office underpins confidence in American Samoa 

 

1 Swire Shipping celebrated the upcoming 500th call of its Polynesia Line service into 

Pago Pago on 30 August 2018, marking a significant milestone in its involvement in American 

Samoa. Adding joy to the occasion was the official opening of the new Swire Shipping office 

headed by Rob Hardman, a veteran in the industry. Located at Fagotogo Square Suite #103, 

the office represents all Swire Shipping’s global services to/ from American Samoa, including 

Polynesia Line’s longstanding USA service.     

 

2 Said Jeremy Sutton, General Manager of Swire Shipping: “The establishment of our 

new office represents a confident investment in the American Samoan community by Swire 

Shipping. With over 140 years of history, shipping was one of the earliest parts of the Swire 

group; it remains a very strong focus today. While our shipping business is global, we have 

always had a proud focus on the Pacific region.” 

 

3 Congresswoman Aumua Amata who attended the function said, “Our economy 

depends on success stories, opportunities and growth, so announcements like these are 

always great news for the community. These events happen because of hard work and good 

planning, so congratulations to everyone involved in these business milestones.” 

 

Growing from strength to strength 

 

4 Swire Shipping acquired Polynesia Line in 2013 and shares many of the same values 

that have made Polynesia Line an important part of the American Samoan community. Both 

companies have a long-term view and are committed to linking American Samoa and the wider 

Pacific with major markets in the USA, Asia, Europe, Australia and New Zealand.   
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5 “With just over 50 years of history, we are committed to making sure Polynesia Line is 

strong for another 50 years into the future and continues to provide an important link for 

imports and exports to the USA,” added Mr Sutton. “The Polynesia Line slogan in the 1980s 

and 1990s was Trust is a voyage of many miles. We want to thank our customers for the trust 

that they have placed in us in making these 500 voyages possible.” 

 

6 Headed by Rob Hardman, the team comprises eight new local staff. “We are truly 

delighted to have hired great talent and we are confident that together we will grow Swire 

Shipping from strength to strength and to contribute positively to the communities we work 

and live in,” said Mr Hardman.  

 

7 “Our aim is simple: We want to make shipping easy for our customers and for those 

they serve.”  

 

8 The opening of the Pago Pago office marks a milestone in Swire Shipping’s vision of 

growing its business by building long-term and mutually successfully relationships with 

industry partners and customers, as well as offering customer-centric solutions.  

 

/ Ends 

 

About Swire Shipping 

Swire Shipping is the liner shipping division of The China Navigation Company (CNCo) and 

operates multiple liner trades in Australia, New Zealand, Asia, North America and the nations 

of the South Pacific, in addition to providing services to India, the Middle East and Europe. 

Swire Shipping’s network of services operates a versatile fleet of multipurpose ships capable 

of carrying a wide range of cargoes including containerised, refrigerated, project, breakbulk 

and heavylift cargoes. 

 

About The China Navigation Company Pte. Ltd (CNCo) 

CNCo is the wholly owned, deep-sea ship owning and operating arm of the multinational Swire 

Group. CNCo was founded in 1872 in Shanghai and started its operations trading on China’s 

Yangtze River. Since then the company has expanded globally while its primary operational 

focus remains in the Asia-Pacific region. The company operates a global network of 

multipurpose liner services for the transportation of containerised, breakbulk, heavylift and 

project cargoes in addition to providing dry bulk and bulk logistics services on a worldwide 
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basis, through its three core operating divisions - Swire Shipping, Swire Bulk and Swire Bulk 

Logistics. 

 

Since 2013, the Company has also undertaken a newbuilding programme comprising 61 

modern and fuel-efficient handysize bulk carriers, multipurpose vessels and one cement 

carrier. Today, the company owns and operates about 135 vessels consisting mainly of 

handysize and supramax dry bulk carriers and multipurpose liner vessels.  

 

Headquartered in Singapore, CNCo recently opened its Vancouver office, bringing the total 

number of countries it operates in, to 16. These countries comprise Singapore, Australia, 

Canada, China, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Japan, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Papua New 

Guinea, Samoa, American Samoa, Taiwan, United Kingdom and United States.  

 

For more information on Swire Shipping and CNCo, please visit www.swirecnco.com. 
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Annex 

 

Above: Swire Shipping’s team in Pago Pago. (Photo courtesy of Monica Miller.) 

 

Above: Swire Shipping’s Marco Ekens, Jeremy Sutton and Rob Hardman with Congresswoman Aumua Mata. 

(Photo courtesy of Monica Miller.) 


